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Tally refused to confirm his denial by a public statement,
"because every word of it would be twisted around and the
outcry would be all the greater."211 Other Russian and
French officials gave evasive answers to the effect that no
agreement had been signed, but that 'since France and
Russia were allies, their military and naval staffs must from
time to time consult together.212 Similarly, after the Grey-
Cambon exchange of letters, Mr. Asquith and Sir Edward
Grey continued to deny solemnly in Parliament that Eng-
land had any secret agreements which bound her to partici-
pate in a continental war, although, as we have seen, this
is what the French and Russians confidently counted upon.
Inasmuch as the German Government by the spring of
1914 had in some secret way become informed213 of the
Grey-Cambon letters all these denials caused uneasiness in
Germany. This was especially the case in connection with
the negotiations for an Anglo-Russian naval convention
just before the War.
The Grey-Cambon letters, following the consistent dip-
lomatic support which England had given France through-
out the Morocco crises, established a very satisfactory basis
of mutual confidence between the French and British Gov-"
ernments. This confidence and harmony was strengthened
by many factors: by the common distrust of Germany; by
the cordial personal relations between Sir Edward Grey
and Paul Cambon; by the fact that England had no aggres-
sive aims which conflicted with French interests; and by
the care with which M. Poincare sought to consult Sir
Edward Grey's wishes and as far as possible conform French
policy to them. There was in fact more harmony and
mutual confidence between France and England, though
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